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Governor Snotsweed

There was never anybody like the dashinrg youns
Alexander Spctswcad ard few have tsld his story as well
as a young West Vvirginia professor by the name of John
A. Caruso. He has told it in his new book “The Azpalschian
Frontier: America‘s First Surge Westward.” This page whets
your appetite for Caruso with a bit from his bock. All
students of West Virginia history will want a cepy of this
‘magnificent book by a living West Virginian.
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Jn August 1716 Spotswood as-
sembled at Germanna two com-
@dies of rangers and a small - .
pru:.p of mounied “gentlemen” ~ Wild Turkeys and Deer
With their servants and Indian Ty, valley abounded with
gr:ces. The expedition was to g turkeys and deer and cu-
&sume the form of an explora- cumbers  and currants  and
Loy pienie. The gentlemen had grapes. On these thev feasted
abundant provisions, which in- and then, assembling and load-
Cuded several cases of Virginia ing their guns, drank to the
wise—both white and red— health of 1ho King in cham-
sh tsquebaugh, brandy, stout, pagne, and fired a vollev: drank
two kinds of rum champagne, (o (he Princess n Hurcundy
Cherry punch and cider. The gnd fired 4 vollev: drank to the
blast of a trumpet early on the royul family in claret. and Lired

horning of August 50 culled volley; drank to e vovernor
tiem o their horses, and lired a voiley. ln wu

iae gosernor, dressed in vivial  mood )
Freent velvaot  mding  clothes furned thelr hor ¢ homosway
Fussan Jestner boots and a Lat leaving some o @ ranee
bedeckod with 2 brilliant plume. continue wes! 1o ! W "

‘l:--; LA SREmpRmians along the Poih where lroo

—

kfﬂ-ls& fea i &L—(R L

Lat Spotswood vingily
cribed is E as e
el d vi
T { < 2
" vd
a3 5
!
r‘
it
! )
b .'."
urou
I ] .“ L
Lr nH
Before long Spuiswood had
U I lmmense estates for |
d friends, His
appelite for property inereased

with every acre he secured. In
1720 he influenced the Virginia
ssembly to pass an act which
divided the Piedmont of Vir-
gia into two counties, Bruns-
wick and Spotsylvania, where
ihe landowners enjoyed reli-
fious toleration and exemption
irom taxes or quitrents for a
period of ten years. Spotswood
and his associates put this act
into obzration despite the re.
fusal of the Crown to approve
it unless land grants were limit-
ed to 1,000 acres,
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The Remarkabie

Governor Spotswood

There was never anybody like the dashing young
Alexander Spotswood and few have told his story as well
as a young West Virginia professor by the name of John
A. Caruso. Me has told it in his new book “The Appalachian
Frontier;: America’s First Surge Westward." This page wheis
sour appetite for Caruso with a bit from his bock. All
students of West Virginia history will want a copy of this
magnificent book by a living West Virginian.

Such a man as Spotswood was three more days. crossing small
nicurally . curisus about the streams, Killing ratilesnakes
(s ry beyond the mountains, and suffering such dis
which Virginia claimed by right as that of being stung i_:'. hor-
of her ancient charter., More- nets, until they halted on one
over, he had learned, perhaps of the loftiest peaks lhe
from the surveyor Colonel Wil- mountains,
liam Byrd. that the French had  mpe oecasion called for prop-
leken possession of the Great op pelebration. Spotswood deliv-
Lakes region, where they car- ared an eloguent address and
ried on a lucrative fur trade, grank o the health of the King

and had established themselves
at Kaskaskia and on the lower
Mississippi.

Possessed of a robust and
“restless spirit  only  slightly
concealed under an air of dig-
nity.” Spotlswood resolved to
see things for himself. His mili-
tery exverience complemented
his adventurous temperament.
He had Been wounded at Blen-
hetm, had fought at Malplaquet,
and had risen at the age of
twentyeight to  the rank of
feartermaster-general,

* Gentlemen and Servants
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